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18:30-22:00 Welcome Reception
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 24th, 2026

The traditional IBCN welcome “get together”
Reception at Vantage Venues
150 King St W, Toronto, ON M5H 1J9

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25th, 2026
***Breakfast on your own***

Poster setup by 08:00

Introduction
07:30 Registration Check-In
08:00 Welcome to IBCN Peter Black
08:05 Welcome to Toronto Alexandre Zlotta

From risk to response (Abstract Session I)
Session co-chairs: Kathryn Gessner & Doug Ward

8:10 Bladder cancer is very much in your head:  How genetic and environmental 
regulation of smoking behavior affects bladder cancer risk

Ludmila 
Prokunina-Olsson

8:20
External validation of the Computational Histology Artificial Intelligence 
(CHAI) progression biomarker in non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer: 

a prospective Swedish national registry study

Per-Uno 
Malmström

8:30 A patient-derived organoid platform for integrative molecular and functional 
profiling of aggressive bladder cancer

Frederick 
Heuzeroth

8:40 Therapeutic antibodies targeting oncofetal glycans in 
muscle-invasive bladder cancer Mie Nordmaj 

8:50 Risk of progression in primary carcinoma-in-situ: 
A retrospective, international contemporary study Jethro Kwong

09:00 - 09:25 Break
IBCN Speaker

9:30 A Quarter Century of Change in Bladder Cancer: Surprises, Successes, 
and the Questions That Still Keep Me Awake at Night Ashish Kamat

10:00 Discussion Peter Black
10:15 Breakout Session Overview Peter Black
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10:30 - 10:45 Break

12:00 - 13:00 Lunch

Keynote I

14:15 From Maps to Mechanisms: Spatial and Functional
Proteomics in Cancer Biology

Anne-Claude 
Gingras 

14:45 Discussion Kent Mouw

10:45 – 11:45 Industry Meets IBCN – Breakout Session I
*Each industry partner will host two breakout sessions (before and after lunch).

Partner Topic Facilitator

Pfizer
The Future of NMIBC Stratification: Beyond Stage, 
PD-L1 and ctDNA -cracking the response code to 

rethinking patient selection

Lars Dyrskjot, 
John Sfakianos, 

Gloria Lin, Julia Brinkmann

J&J IR-NMIBC at a Crossroads: Are We Ready for 
Precision Medicine?

Girish Kulkarni, 
Jairo Simoes

ImmunityBio Anktiva and rBCG updates in Bladder Cancer
Cyrill Rentsch, 
Bobby Reddy, 

Matthew Hilman

Tyra Biosciences
Emerging advancements in Low-grade IR-NMIBC and 
Low-grade UTUC with oral dabogratinib, an FGFR3 

selective inhibitor

Ekta Kapadia, 
Ashish Kamat

AstraZeneca Metastatic Bladder Cancer:
A New Era of Precision Oncology. Di Jiang, Rohit Kodagali

13:00 – 14:00 Industry Meets IBCN – Breakout Session II

*Each industry partner will host two breakout sessions (before and after lunch).

Partner Topic Facilitator

Pfizer
The Future of NMIBC Stratification: Beyond Stage, 
PD-L1 and ctDNA -cracking the response code to 

rethinking patient selection

Lars Dyrskjot, 
John Sfakianos, 

Gloria Lin, Julia Brinkmann

J&J IR-NMIBC at a Crossroads: Are We Ready for 
Precision Medicine?

Girish Kulkarni, 
Jairo Simoes

ImmunityBio Anktiva and rBCG updates in Bladder Cancer
Cyrill Rentsch, 
Bobby Reddy, 

Matthew Hilman

Tyra Biosciences
Emerging advancements in Low-grade IR-NMIBC and 
Low-grade UTUC with oral dabogratinib, an FGFR3 

selective inhibitor

Ekta Kapadia, 
Ashish Kamat

AstraZeneca Interactive Discussion: Managing High-Risk 
Non-Muscle Invasive Bladder Cancer

Wassim Kassouf, 
Naila Inam
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Tumor architecture and the microenvironment (Abstract Session II)
Session co-chairs: Morgan Roberts & Gottfrid Sjödahl

15:00 Distinct clonal dynamics and interactions within the microenvironment near 
tumor stroma interfaces in rare histologic variants of bladder cancer

 Saum 
Ghodoussipour

15:10
Single-cell transcriptomic characterization of cancer-associated fibroblast 

states in non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer identifies a 
stromal composition score that predicts disease progression

Emily Kounlavong

15:20 Targeting Tumor Cell–Intrinsic PDGFRβ Controls Bladder Cancer 
Progression and Remodels the Tumor Microenvironment Hajar el Ahanidi

15:30
Spatial transcriptomic derived features and multi-omic integration for predic-
tive and prog-nostic biomarker discovery in muscle invasive bladder cancer: 

Translational results from TOMBOLA trial
Jakob Kohler

15:40 Targeting the CD44-SPP1 Axis 
to Overcome Therapy Resistance in Bladder Cancer Yuzhen Zhou

16:00 - 18:00 Happy Hour & Poster Session I

19:00 IBCN Gala
Gardiner Museum

111 Queens Park, Toronto, ON M5S 2C7, Canada
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Advances in liquid biopsies (Abstract Session III)
Session co-chairs: Gillian Vandekerkhove & Gautier Marcq

11:15
Urinary Tumor DNA Testing-Guided Cystoscopy in High-Risk/Very-High-
Risk Non-Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer: Preliminary 1-year Follow-up 

Results From The Randomized TRUCE-LB02 Study
Zihan Xue

11:25 Integrated Longitudinal Whole-Genome Sequencing and Proteomic Liquid 
Biopsy Analyses Predict Relapse After BCG in High-Risk NMIBC Trine Strandgaard

11:35
Urinary Tumor DNA is Prognostic for Recurrence in Patients with 

BCG-Unresponsive Disease Receiving Cretostimogene Grenadenorepvec 
on BOND-003 Cohort C

 Colin Dinney

11:45 A liquid biopsy-based model for prediction of response after neoadjuvant 
chemotherapy in muscle-invasive bladder cancer Sia Lindskrog

Keynote Speaker II
10:05 Illuminating the Cancer Journey using Cell-free Whole Genome Sequencing Trevor Pugh 
10:35 Discussion Madhuri Koti

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26th, 2026
***Breakfast on your own***

Poster setup by 08:00

IBCN – General Assembly
08:00 General Assembly Session

Advances in bladder cancer models
Session chair: Jeffrey Damrauer

9:00 "Bio-Digital Twins for Precision Oncology: Predicting and 
Redirecting Resistant Cancer States" Bishoy Faltas

9:20 Translational Bladder Cancer Organoid Models Richard Meijer

9:40 Leveraging  Bladder Cancer in the Dog: Spontaneous Disease Modeling 
and Organotypic 3D Culture Systems for MIBC Karin Allenspach

8:45 - 9:00 Group Photo

10:50-11:10 Break
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Tumor/Immune dynamics (Abstract Session IV)
Session co-chairs: Michéle Hoffman & Trine Strandgaard

14:00 Bladder resident macrophages drive sex-specific immunity 
following carcinogen exposure  Andrew Houston

14:10
Spatiotemporal profiling of B cell-associated T cell dynamics reveals T-cell 

niches associated with BCG response in patients 
with high-risk non-muscle invasive bladder cancer

 Kartik Sachdeva

14:20 Sex-Dependent Regulation of CD8+ T Cells by MGAT5 in 
Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer Morgan Roberts

14:30 NECTIN4-Mediated Immune Evasion in APOBEC3-Driven 
Neoantigen-Rich Bladder Tumors Rouf Banday

Session II: Novel Therapies
Session chair: Sita Vermeulen

14:45 Microbiome-driven immunity in Bladder Cancer: mechanisms, 
sex differences, and therapeutic opportunities Eva Michaud

15:05 Defining and Targeting the Bladder Cancer Surfaceome Jonathan Chou
15:25 Tumor-myeloid crosstalk and therapy resistance in bladder cancer Filipe De Carvalho

Awards and Closing Remarks
15:45 Awards and Closing Remarks Peter Black
15:55 Announcement of IBCN 2027
16:00 Adjournment

12:00- 14:00 Lunch and Poster Session II

2026 - 2027 IBCN Board

President - Peter Black, MD
Vice President - Lars Dyrskjøt, PhD

General Secretary - Roland Seiler, MD
Treasurer - Tilman Todenhöfer, MD

Membership - Sita H. Vermeulen, PhD
Communications - Jeffrey S. Damrauer, PhD
Program Co-Chair - Kent W. Mouw, MD, PhD

Program Co-Chair - Madhuri Koti, DVM, MVSc., PhD



Poster Presentations

Poster Session I

1A Neuroendocrine Carcinomas of the Bladder: Targeted Therapy Molecules and 
Association with Novel Neuroendocrine Markers

2A Molecular Basis of Paradoxical Maturation at the Invasive Front in Non-Muscle Invasive 
Bladder Cancer (NMIBC)

3A Long Read Epigenomes from Bladder Cancer Urine

5A Metabolic dysregulation as a treatment for bladder cancer

6A HLA loss shapes sex-specific tumour-immune interfaces and subtype identity in 
pancreatic cancer: a model to study sex-specific biology and response to 
immunotherapy in bladder cancer?

8A Comprehensive profiling of arsenic-associated bladder cancer provides molecular 
insights into clinical behavior

9A Spatial organization of the tumor microenvironment stratifies risk of post-BCG relapse in 
non-muscle invasive bladder cancer

10A Patient-Derived Bladder Cancer Organoids integrated into a Healthy Human Urothelium 
for Preclinical Therapeutic Testing

11A Failure of Bacillus Calmette-Guerin Therapy in Patients with Bladder Cancer is 
Characterized by Immune Dysfunction Associated with Activator Protein 1

13A Functional RNAi Screening Reveals a Novel VDR-VGLL1-FAM193A Regulatory Axis in 
Urothelial Bladder Cancer

14A Functional Characterization of Bladder Cancer Subpopulations based on NECTIN-4 
Expression to Identify Combinatorial Therapeutic Targets with Enfortumab Vedotin

15A Ex vivo drug profiling in patient-derived organoids for treatment guidance in metastatic 
small cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder: a proof-of-concept study

16A Decoding and targeting resistance to antibody-drug conjugates in urothelial carcinoma

17A Investigating the combination of natural killer immunotherapy with radiation therapy for 
muscle-invasive bladder cancer

18A Investigating differential immune responses induced by the TICE and Russian strains of 
BCG in a murine model of non-muscle invasive bladder

19A Testing the efficacy of oncolytic viruses in both patient bladder cancer explants and in 
vitro generated multi-cellular 3D bladder cancer spheroids models.

20A A murine model of sarcomatoid urothelial carcinoma (SUC) recapitulates the tumor 
microenvironment (TME) in human disease.

21A Paired Tissue Transcriptomic Remodeling and Urinary WGS Dynamics Reveal 
Heterogeneous Molecular Response Quality After TRUCE02 Therapy in High-Risk 
NMIBC

22A APOBEC3-Induced Noncoding Enhancer Mutations Co-opt the LEPROTL1-SARAF-
DCTN6 Module to Promote Bladder Cancer Fitness and Cell-State Plasticity

23A Spatially defined epithelial plasticity predicts treatment benefit and progression risk in 
muscle-invasive bladder cancer



24A

25A

26A

27A

28A

29A

30A

31A

32A

33A

34A

35A

A biologically-anchored classifier identifies an NRF2-driven MIBC subgroup with a lethal 
dependency on mTOR targetable by sapanisertib
ATR inhibitors synergize with mitomycin C to enhance cytotoxicity in patient-derived 
non-muscle invasive bladder cancer organoids
Independent Validation of a Long Noncoding RNA-Derived Classifier for Aggressive 
Low-Grade Ta Bladder Cancer
Profiling Tumor-Intrinsic Determinants of BCG Uptake and Response in Patient-derived 
Non-Muscle Invasive Bladder Cancer Tumoroids
The IL6/JAK/STAT3 pathway is a therapeutic target in SMARCB1 deficient bladder 
cancer
HER2 activation drives metabolic reprogramming and immune evasion in bladder cancer
Urine-based detection of clonal hematopoiesis and implications for urine liquid biopsy
Role of Hypoxia-Induced Integrated Stress Response in Bladder Cancer Cell Plasticity.
Spatial Immune Landscape in Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer and the Impact on 
Neoadjuvant Chemotherapy Response
SPP1 protein mediates resistance to cisplatin in non-urothelial-like MIBC through integrin 
receptor
Mutational Profiling of Radiation-Associated Bladder Cancer
FGFR3 impairs DC1s/CD8+ T cell clustering in bladder cancer preventing CD8+ T from 
acquiring the phenotypes associated with PD-1/PD-L1 blockade efficacy

Poster Session II

1B Learning Robust Urothelial Representations for Detection of Histologic Subtypes of 
Bladder Cancer

2B Blood- and Urine-Based ctDNA Profiling and Monitoring in Bladder Carcinoma In Situ: A 
Prospective Liquid Biopsy Study

3B Determining the Minimum Amount of Tissue Required for Outcome-Relevant 
Histopathologic Feature Stratification in NMIBC

4B Molecular characterization of residual disease post-neoadjuvant sacituzumab govitecan 
(SG), pembrolizumab, or their combination in patients with muscle-invasive bladder 
cancer (MIBC)

5B Investigating the interaction between autoimmunity and patient sex in the risk of 
developing bladder cancer: three matched cohort studies

6B Cretostimogene Induces Acute Th1-Skewed Inflammation in BCG-Unresponsive CIS-
Containing Non-Muscle Invasive Bladder Cancer (BOND-003 Cohort C)

7B Luminal Favorable Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer: A Case Series on Outcomes of 
Patients Undergoing Up-Front Radical Cystectomy with Genomic Subtyping and 
Circulating Tumor DNA

8B Noninvasive tracking of bladder cancer treatment response using cell-free RNA in urine

9B The Pathology/Cancer Research Academy: Building a Reproducible and Scalable E-
Learning Framework for Undergraduate Urinary Cancer Research Training

11B [18F]FDG-PET/CT Refines Staging and Treatment Selection in High-Risk Upper Tract 
Urothelial Carcinoma

12B Treatment Sequencing in Advanced Urothelial Carcinoma: Comparable Outcomes with 
Maintenance and Delayed Immunotherapy

13B Variant Histology Bladder Cancer: Real-World Clinicopathological Characteristics, 
Management Strategies, and Outcomes in an Indian Cohort



14B Early detection of asymptomatic urothelial cancer in Lynch syndrome using urine tumor 
DNA: results from the prospective LS-URO study

15B Reduced vs full-dose BCG maintenance after full-dose induction in non-muscle invasive 
bladder cancer

16B Dynamic nomogram using optimized quantitative fluorescence in situ hybridization to 
predict recurrence risk in treatment-naive high-risk non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer 
treated with intravesical gemcitabine and docetaxel

17B Urinary Microbiome Signature as Predictor of Recurrence Following Bacillus Calmette-
Guerin Treatment in Non-Muscle Invasive Bladder Cancer

18B Should Primary, Solitary, and Small (<3 cm) Ta High-Grade Bladder Tumours Be 
Classified as Intermediate- or High-Risk Disease? A Retrospective, International Cohort 
Study

19B Incidence and Pathologic Outcomes of Cystectomy in Patients with Bacillus Calmette-
Guerin-Unresponsive Non-Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer Following Treatment with 
Nadofaragene Firadenovec-vncg

20B Tislelizumab Plus Nab-Paclitaxel for Transurethrally Unresectable Very-High-Risk Non-
Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer: 4-Year Follow-Up and Response Analyses From the 
Phase II TRUCE-02 Study

21B Radical cystectomy with cutaneous ureterostomy for muscle-invasive and locally 
advanced carcinoma of the urinary bladder — indications, approaches, and outcomes: a 
2-year single-centre experience

22B Artificial Intelligence in Bladder Cancer Detection: A Systematic Review and Meta-
analysis

23B Inflammatory Protein Signatures and Mood Symptoms in Patients with Non-Muscle-
Invasive Bladder Cancer Undergoing Intravesical Therapy

24B Understanding sex differences in survival in patients with muscle-invasive bladder
cancer – a causal mediation analysis

25B Is full urological assessment of all patients with visible hematuria mandatory? A
metanalysis investigating the potential of the Xpert Bladder Cancer Detect

26B The influence of a mediterranean diet on the bladder microbiome and inflammasome:
First results from the COOKER-Bladder trial. (NCT05643963)

27B Impact of Neoadjuvant Therapy on Oncologic Outcomes in Patients with Undetectable
Pre-Treatment ctDNA

29B Identifying Indolent Low Grade and Aggressive High Grade NMIBC: A Quantitative
Grading Framework

30B Progress and developments with the GALEAS-Bladder urine diagnostic test

31B Clinicopathological Characteristics of Liquid Biopsy-Negative Bladder Cancer: Evidence
for a Low-Shedding Tumor Subtype

32B Quantitative Outcome-Based Nuclear Grading using Whole Slide Images for Non-
Muscle Invasive Bladder Cancer

34B Neoadjuvant Adebrelimab plus Etoposide and Cisplatin in Neuroendocrine Bladder
Carcinoma: Preliminary Results from the NEOBLAST Pilot Study

35B Urine-derived organoids for longitudinal evaluation of oncological systemic treatment
response of advanced bladder cancer patients (FOLLOW-U)




